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The BIJ Bulletin 

The BIJ Bulletin is published in January, March, May, 
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Congregation Beth Israel Judea.  

2011 © Congregation Beth Israel Judea  
All rights reserved. 

We encourage committees to submit articles. Original 
articles and reviews are appreciated, but we cannot 
guarantee publication. All articles should be submitted 
by email to: sheckelman@bij.org in simple Microsoft 
Word format or in the body of your email. 

Deadline for articles for the upcoming July/August 
issue is: Tuesday, June 7. 
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be delivered by email, which cuts costs and saves trees. 
If you are interested in receiving the Bulletin by email, 
contact the office at 415.586.8833 or office@bij.org. 
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Fellow members of our BIJ 
family:  The past few months at 
BIJ have been a whirlwind of 
activity.  After a six-month 
long search, we have hired a 
new rabbi.  Rabbi Daniel 
Gottlieb will be joining us 
starting August 1st following 15 

years as rabbi of a similar size Reform congregation 
outside Toronto, Canada.  Rabbi Gottlieb spent the 
previous nine years as Executive Director of the URJ-
Canadian Region and brings with him a wealth of 
experience.  We will be planning events to welcome 
Rabbi Gottlieb to BIJ, so please stay tuned. 
 

We also had our Annual Meeting last Sunday, which 
was particularly well attended.  Members of the 
congregation who could not attend should have 
received their Annual Congregational Meeting Report 
in the mail.  The community elected by unanimous 
acclamation the four nominees for three-year terms to 
the Board of Trustees.  I want to thank Blair Horst for 
agreeing to serve a second term on the Board and I 
would particularly like to welcome Ian Brown, Alisa 
Law, and Matt Lefkowitz to their first terms on the 
Board.  I had the pleasure of working closely with Matt 
and Alisa on the Search Committee and I am very 
much looking forward to the dedication, ideas and 
energy they will bring to the Board. 

 

Those who did attend the Annual Meeting will, I am 
quite sure, support me in thanking Rabbi Rosalind 
Glazer for her participation in the Annual Meeting.  She 
began by leading us and the children of our community 
in T‘filah recognizing Yom Hasho‘ah – Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, and opened our meeting with a 
d‘var Torah.  She continued to guide us and remind us 
that we are a Jewish institution.  In her comments to 
the community and her gifts for the Board, Rabbi 
Rosalind continued to demonstrate her grace and class.  
I hope you will all join us for a very special Friday 

Night Feast on June 17th to honor and say farewell to 
Rabbi Rosalind. 

 

I also announced at the Annual Meeting that April 
Lapidus will be leaving us sometime around the end of 
June.  April has been a wonderful presence at BIJ and a 
welcome addition to our family. We all join in thanking 
her for all of her efforts and in wishing her all the best 
possible success. 

 

Despite all this recent activity at BIJ, much work 
remains to be done.  The Board, with the assistance of 
our Finance Committee, is preparing a budget for the 
next fiscal year.  The Board is also working closely with 
a fundraising consultant as part of a 2-year initiative 
through the Synagogue Federation Partnership to 
develop a comprehensive and professionally designed 
fundraising plan for BIJ.  Our Membership Committee 
is developing and implementing plans to attract new 
members and to welcome those who have recently 
joined.  We have already had one successful new 
member dinner and a second one will take place in late 
May.  We are also forming a transition team to welcome 
Rabbi Gottlieb and to plan for a smooth and successful 
transition.   

 

This is a time of great hope and excitement and also a 
time for us to come together as a community.  Whether 
it is joining a committee, contributing time or money, 
or participating in services, all of us should engage and 
be an active part of BIJ.  We tell the world on our 
website that ―Congregation Beth Israel Judea is 
dedicated to Tikkun Olam, or to ‗repairing the world,‘ 
through good deeds and mitzvot.‖ Is that not what we 
are doing with all the energy, effort and enthusiasm we 
devote to BIJ?  We are repairing the world.  We are just 
starting with BIJ.  

Joshua Goodman   
President, Board  of  Trustees 

Letõs Talk About the Future of Our BIJ 
By Joshua Goodman 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
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Making Our Days Count:  A Farewell to BIJ  
By Rabbi Rosalind Glazer  

 

FROM THE BIMAH 

Once again it is time to count 
the Omer, the forty-nine day 
period between the spring 
festivals of Pesach and 
Shavuot, the latter named for 
the seven weeks between the 
two.   
 
Many customs are associated 
with the count and as the 
practice builds in popularity, 

new methods and tools are created.  You may choose to use 
an Omer counter with a scroll that turns daily to display the 
precise combination of days and weeks that have passed, of 
which there are at least as many choices for purchase as 
there are hagadot, or find one on the Web.  You can design 
one yourself or you can pick up a custom-made Beth Israel 
Judea Omer Counting Booklet for 5771 assembled by our 
very own April Lapidus! 
 
Pages of an Omer calendar can include space for notes, 
artwork (with or without color by number charts) daily 
spiritual teachings or aphorisms. Some 
calendars denote the sephirot of the 
kabbalistic tree with a different 
spiritual quality assigned to each day. 
Others assign a middah  (ethical 
attribute) to develop each day through 
mindful reflection on one's actions.  Some print mishnayot, 
verses from Pirkei Avot (the Ethics of the Sages) for daily 
study. (Traditionally each of its six chapters is studied on 
each Shabbat between the spring holidays.) And true to the 
times, there are Omer counting apps you can download 
from the web! 
 
Since the count begins on the second night of Pesach, I'm 
certain that I recited the blessing at the family Seders of my 
youth, but it wasn't until a Pesach meditation retreat in my 
late twenties that I discovered the practice's potential for 
spiritual transformation.  Similar to the Hannukiah whose 
flames are meant to be reserved for contemplation and not 
utilized as lighting, the secret of the Omer practice lies in its 
simplicity. The traditional blessing and count bring us 
squarely into the present; no remembrances of the past, no 
prayers for the future. It's just a "be here now" moment.  
 
Years ago a story published in the Northern California 

Jewish Bulletin (now the j) described the Omer practice of 
then JCCSF Executive Director, Rabbi Jason Gaber z'l who 
was battling AIDS.  Jason, who had recently been ordained 
by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, spoke of his daily 
practice as a spiritual exercise in making each precious day 
count.  Each day we count the Omer we are invited to pause 
and simply dwell in full awareness of life's blessings. The 
psalmist advises us, "Let us count each day that we may gain 
a heart of wisdom - limnot yameynu keyn hoda v'navi levav 
chochma" (Psalm 90).  Why wait until we too are staring face 
to face with our own mortality?  True wisdom comes in 
counting of our blessings daily.  Perhaps our Omer count 
this year can serve as a way to jumpstart a regular gratitude 
practice. 
 
The greatest of all blessings is, of course, our relationships. 
So the Omer count this year is particularly bittersweet.  I 
treasure the wonderful people I have met at Beth Israel 
Judea.  The connections have been profound, the growth 
rich, and the lessons invaluable. As my time with the 
congregation draws to a close and I take stock of these past 
five years, I feel blessed to have had the opportunity to serve 

and to work with so many special people—
congregants, lay-leaders, committee chairs, 
volunteers, sisterhood members, board officers, 
trustees and staff.   
 
Astonishing as it may sound, I worked with no 

fewer than four synagogue administrators/executive 
directors, eight administrative assistants, two rabbinic 
assistants, three bookkeepers, three tech-mavens, and one 
security and facilities officer. I was blessed to share the 
pulpit with two talented Cantorial soloists, three 
accompanists, four (quartet) singers, two professional Torah 
leyners, three songleaders and two drummers. I was 
fortunate to have been able to provide educational guidance 
and support to BIJ's families and children along with three 
education directors and more than twenty teachers and 
madrichim. Having landed on the other side of these 
transitions, I can say with confidence that our current 
administrative and senior staff is among the very best we've 
had.  Kol hakavod -- kudos to you! 
 
I want to thank each and every one of you for the countless 
gifts of time, talent and resources you've brought and 
continue to bring to Beth Israel Judea.  Ideally I would list 
everyone by name, but alas, it would take up too many 

For the opportunity to serve as 
your rabbi and teacher, and 
for all I learned from each of 

you, I will be forever grateful.   
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FROM THE BIMAH 
 

Please join us at a 
 

 

in honor of 

June 17, 6:30 PM 

 

To RSVP or register for a ride to/from BIJ for this event,  
please contact the office, 415.586.8833 by June 7. 

pages. Nevertheless I must mention three important people 
who deserve our recognition and utmost appreciation. They 
are Kathy Chaikin-Bernstein, Carol Mills and Joshua 
Goodman, the presidents (or ―volunteers-in-chief‖ as Carol 
coined it) during whose terms I served as rabbi of BIJ.  It was 
a privilege to partner with each of them in the shared 
leadership of this community.  Indeed, with every passing 
month I grew to admire each of them, and their spouses, 
more and more.  
 
The office of synagogue president calls for a unique 
individual who holds a great love of Judaism and a strong 
commitment to our people. Given the many challenges and 
countless hours required to address members' concerns, the 
role demands both an iron clad belief in the power of 
community and the stamina to work toward the achievement 
of the congregation's highest vision. Without their hard work 
and the unflagging dedication of their boards of trustees, 
Beth Israel Judea would simply not exist today. Todah rabbah 
(thank you) and best wishes for hatzlacha (success)! 
 
While change is an inevitable part of life, it is often quite 
challenging. No one can deny that letting go is difficult, 

especially when it is abrupt.  Fortunately there is time over 
the next couple of months to say our goodbyes.  
 
As I step down from the pulpit, I find comfort in a favorite 
mishna from Pirkei Avot, "Aseh lecha rav, ukneh lecha haver, find 
yourself a teacher, and acquire for yourself a friend."  During 
the past five years Beth Israel Judea has grown stronger and 
wiser both through the study of Judaism and the sharing of 
learned experience. The blessed spiritual friendships that have 
formed in the process are a firm foundation that can help this 
community grow and thrive in the future.  This is my hope 
and my prayer for BIJ. 

 

And for the opportunity to serve as your rabbi and teacher, 
and for all I learned from each of you, I will be forever 
grateful.   

 
Lehitraot and Shalom - 

Rabbi Rosalind Glazer 
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FROM THE BIMAH 

In this month‘s column, I offer some 
thoughts about change: in the prayers of 
our services and in our teachers.  

Our prayers. The great medieval 
scholar Moses ben Maimon 
(Maimonides) said: "There is no such 
thing as two persons exactly alike - nor 
two thoughts." And perhaps the same 
can be said for shuls: no two 
synagogues are exactly alike, in their 

congregations and in their traditions. 

I recall once talking with a member about services and the 
melodies that we sing and chant here at BIJ. She insisted that 
her children should be able to walk into any synagogue 
around the country, and then be able to find their place in 
the service and ―fit right in.‖ By this, she meant that the 
music would be instantly familiar; that our service music 
would be theirs. 

Part of that wish is impossible, as I told her at the time. Yes, 
our prayers and how they fit into the structure of the service 
are a vital part of our curriculum, for adults and children. We 
want our kids to learn the prayers and be able to identify 
them in a service. Our Eit Ratzon prayerbook 
with its guideposts on each page showing the 
section of the service and its many 
observations on each page provides us with yet 
another tool for learning. However, we Jews 
are too musical a people to tie ourselves to one 
melodic expression of a prayer. This means 
any prayer, big or small.  

For example, several years ago, I attended a 
seminar in upstate New York for service 
leaders; it was run by the URJ. There one 
could see the wide range of religious practice 
across the country: wearing kippot and tallitot, wearing one 
or the other; and then there were the many different words 
and melodies to prayers. Changed were even the words to 
the simple Motzi prayer at the start of a meal, the version 
that we often chant on Friday night — the one that starts 
with the words: ―Hamotzi lechem min ha‘aretz, we give 
thanks to G*d for bread ….‖ Now, the melody was mostly 
the same, but the rest of the English introduction was 
different, depending it appeared to me on which part of the 
country one came from. Some sang, ―Our voices rise in song 
together as our joyful prayer is said,‖ others sang that ―our 
voices join in song together.‖ Here in California we sing, ―as 
our prayer is humbly said.‖ 

Judaism isn‘t a top-down, centralized organization. Instead, 
it has always followed a distributed model that focuses on 
the locality. Each synagogue decides on its rabbi, prayer 
book and its own traditions for prayer melodies. At the 
seminar, I learned that some congregations still sing some of 
the classic German Reform Shabbat hymns composed 
almost 150 years ago (I don‘t know that I‘ve heard them in a 
service I‘ve attended). Our Shabbat service at BIJ brings 
together composed settings of prayers, along with nusach, the 
traditional modes of prayers based on the particular day 
(weekday, Shabbat or festival), time of day (morning, 
afternoon and evening) and the prayer in question.  

Still, when she arrived at BIJ, Rabbi Rosalind found some of 
our settings new to her, and this for a person with a great ear 
for music and a wide experience leading services! They 
weren‘t new to us, but they must have been once; after all, 
they weren‘t composed on Mt. Sinai. They were likely 
introduced some time long ago by Rabbi Morris zõtzl and 
Cantor Henry zõtzl. And each year, we add new ones to our 
Shabbat experience, such as the greatly enhanced music of 
the Hallel service, as well as the Maseng Ma Tovu and the 
Klepper Oseh Shalom, which used to be sung only at the High 
Holy Day services.  

Our teachers. Finally, a brief word about 
Rabbi Rosalind, a wonderful teacher whom I 
will miss. I owe her a profound debt. Rabbi 
Rosalind encouraged me to get serious about 
my personal study and believed that I could 
make my way in chazzanut, to become a cantor. 
She introduced me to a terrific teacher in 
Cantor Linda Hirschhorn. Rabbi Rosalind‘s 
continuing confidence in my abilities pushed 
me to teach our young students as well as 
adults. And what a joy to chant and pray with 

such a musical and spiritual presence. I must also point to 
our weekly meeting where we plan services and other events 
— I am grateful when on occasion we stray from the agenda 
into a deep discussion of our tradition. What a lesson!  

―May your heart deliberate over understanding, may your 
mouth speak wisdoms and may your tongue bring forth 
song. May your eyelids make you look straight before you, 
may your eyes be enlightened with the light of Torah and 
may your face glow like the brightness of the sky.‖ Talmud, 
Berachot 17a  

B‘vracha, With Blessing, 

David Morgenstern 

Our Changing Traditions and Teachers 
By Cantorial Soloist David Morgenstern 
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That quote is from Kelly Kidwell, President and CEO of 
Pacific Advisors, the organization with which my partner 
Elie is associated.  Yes, it‘s a nice sentiment, but it didn‘t 
really resonate with me until recently. 

As we began our first night Seder at home, Elie asked each 
of us to think about what was our personal Mitzrayim, or 
narrow place, at this point in time.  From what stuck place 
did we want to emerge into liberation, the liberation that our 
ancestors experienced as they left Egypt?  There were varied 
responses, of course:  one person is feeling enslaved by her 
work situation, another felt stuck in a personal issue which 
he‘d been striving to overcome.  Our dear friend Bennett 
Woll was brought to mind, who had passed from the narrow 
place of this earth into the liberation of 
Olam Habah, the world to come, just two 
days before – on the Shabbat before 
Pesach.  One person at the table, who has 
been an integral part of our Seders as long as we‘ve known 
him, shared his struggle with the uncertainty of changes in 
his workplace as his Mitzrayim; yet when he entered our 
home and saw the table set, with a haggadah at each place, 
he felt a sense of security, of calm, of constancy, of 
expansion.  This is community. 

A few weeks ago, a sign was posted at the empty lot half-a-
block from our home, inviting anyone who was interested to 
form a neighborhood garden.  This Sunday, we‘ll join a work 
party to create the first 20 raised-bed plots.  Another 
―victory garden‖ in San Francisco, with people coming 
together in an effort to improve the neighborhood, get some 
fresh air, and raise veggies to take home and enjoy (I can‘t 
wait for the first tomatoes!).  This is community. 

May 1 was BIJ‘s Annual Congregational Meeting.  Part of 
the state of the synagogue as presented by our Board 
President, Josh Goodman, was a report on the efforts to 
close the gap between revenue and expenses.  One area 
which is being further cut is our administrative staffing.  This 
came as a shock to many – how can we function with no 
Assistant Administrator?  How will everything get done?  We 
were surprised to find out that BIJ‘s staffing levels are higher 
than many synagogues of comparable size.  How do they 
make up the difference?  Volunteers.  What we need at BIJ is 
to expand our core of volunteers to include those who can 
make a small but consistent commitment to take over 
distinct tasks.  Being the one administrative staff person to 
remain after the end of this fiscal year, I will share with you 
that I was feeling overwhelmed, even panicked by this 
challenge.  I will also share with you, proudly,  that before 
the meeting was over, three members approached me to 

volunteer their skills in the office.  This is 
community. 

And when it was made clear that the staff 
position being eliminated is that currently 
filled by April Lapidus, an audible gasp 
was heard.  April is highly regarded by our 
members – and by me.  She truly engages 
with people, acknowledges their needs 
and makes them feel taken care of.  It will 
be difficult to lose her, by many of us.  One BIJ member 
even suggested that the membership could be approached 
for donations to fund April‘s salary.  While this is not the 
solution, the offer was remarkable.  This is community. 

The capacity of community is increased by 
what individuals invest.  At our Seder table, 
it‘s sharing sensibilities – and food, of 
course.  At the victory garden, hard 

physical work and coordination will literally produce 
produce.  At BIJ, we have each contributed in our own ways.  
Some are blessed with means and can support BIJ 
financially.  Some serve on the Board of Trustees or on 
committees.  Some pitch in at community events — setting 
up, serving and cleaning up.  Some build the Sukkah.  Some 
came to our Project Day.  And some do all of the above.  
We will be asking for more volunteers to help in more ways.  
My first request is this:  think about what skills or abilities 
you have, or what you like to do.  What would serve your 
needs as well as the community‘s?  Imagine the opportunity 
to do these things while benefitting BIJ!   

The more we engage in ways that give us satisfaction, the 
greater the capacity of our community.  I believe BIJ‘s 
capacity is huge. 

 

 

I must take a moment to express my deep respect for and 
gratitude to Rabbi Rosalind Glazer.  Elie and I were drawn 
to BIJ mainly for two reasons:  the warmth and welcome we 
received from the community (and being made to feel that 
we were valued for who we were), and the spiritual liveliness 
and leadership of Rabbi Rosalind.  It has been a privilege 
and an honor for me to have called her my rabbi for the past 
five years, and my colleague for the past six months.  I will 
miss her presence, but not her friendship, for I am confident 
that it will continue and flourish.  Derech tzlaychah.  Wishing 
you a fulfilling, enriching and successful journey, Rabbi. 

Sara Heckelman 

òCommunity is Capacityó 
By Sara Heckelman, Administrator 

 

BEHIND THE SCENES 

What would serve your needs 
as well as the communityõs?   
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First Friday Family Shabbat 
May 6 & June 3 
Our First Friday Shabbat is an 
evening not to be missed. Our 
Social Hall is filled with 
families celebrating Shabbat 
together. Tables are adorned 
with candles, challah and wine. 
Jessica Turk joins us again to 
lead us in a fun-filled musical 
Shabbat. 

6:30 PM Veggie Potluck dinner 
7:30 PM Musical Shabbat service 

Please bring a ‗milchik‘ dish (vegetarian/dairy/fish) to 
share with 10 people or a dessert for the oneg.  
As always, everyone is welcome! 

 

Friday Night Feast 

May 20  6:30 PM 

Do you have friends who have never been to BIJ?  
Invite them to our free, catered Friday night dinner!  
This monthly event is a wonderful opportunity to 
introduce your friends to our BIJ Community. 

The evening will include table-side Shabbat blessings 
and songs, led by David and Inara Morgenstern.  Then... 

Introduction to Jewish Genealogy: Jeremy Frankel 
and Janice Sellers of the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish 

Genealogical Society will give a 
PowerPoint presentation on 
researching your family 
history, some things that make 
Jewish genealogy unique, and 
the resources that are available 
to you in the Bay Area.  
Included in the presentation 
will be examples of the types 
of records you can find. 

Childcare/activities can be provided.  

RSVP to the office by May 13, let us know: 

How many are coming 

If you need childcare 

If you can volunteer to set-up and/or clean-up. 

Rabbi Herbert Morris Scholarship 

Grantee Honored 

May 28  10:00 AM 

Join us at Shabbat services when Jenna 
Smith receives a special aliyah, in honor 
of being awarded Sisterhood‘s Rabbi 
Herbert Morris Scholarship.  

 

Erev Shabbat Sacred  

Hebrew Chant and Drum  

May 27 & June 24  7:30 PM 

Join us for our unique Sacred 
Hebrew Chant and Drum service, 
which features meditation, songs, 
drumming and movement that 
combine to create a sacred space. 
Our joyful band of vocalists and 
drummers lead us as we welcome 
Shabbat in an uplifting evening, 
layered with harmonies and 
rhythms.  A potluck Oneg 

Shabbat and schmooze to follow.   Please bring a treat 
to share.  Tell a friend ð all are welcome!!! 

 

 
Contemporary Musical Shabbat with 
David & Inara Morgenstern 
June 10  7:30 PM 

Join us for our contemporary 
musical Shabbat featuring David and 
Inara Morgenstern!   

Songleader Jessica Turk 

 

SHABBAT AT BIJ 

Learn more about Sisterhood 
Contact Ronnie Zuckerberg at 
ronniezuckerberg@gmail.com 

 
Next Sisterhood Meeting 

June 26, 10:00 AM, BIJ Fireside Room 
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SHABBAT AT BIJ 

Nashot Mitzvah Service & Celebration  

 

June 18, 2011 at 10 AM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You are warmly invited to join us as the members of the 

Adult Bat Mitzvah class of 5771 

are called to the Torah before the congregation on Shabbat morning  

Parashat Shelach Lecha  
Each of us will chant an aliyah and together will lead the tefilot (prayers), offer poems, deliver divrei 

Torah (teachings) and share stories about our multi-year adventure in Jewish learning.  
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A kiddush luncheon and celebration will follow 

Please RSVP by June 8, 2011 

Congregation Beth Israel Judea 

625 Brotherhood Way, 

San Francisco, CA 94132 

office@bij.org    415-586-8833 

Simcha (Susan) Greenspan 
Gail Harden  
Myra Herpe 

Terry A. Levy  

Yvonne Lorvan  
Jocelyn Pascoe 

Sherrie Rosenberg 
Robin Winburn-Woll  

mailto:office@bij.org


BETH ISRAEL JUDEA BULLETIN PAGE 10 

 

 

YOUTH & FAMILY 

Lõhavdil ñ To Separate 
By Rebecca Goodman, Director of Education  

Ask any child who attended Jewish 
summer camp or retreat weekends 
and they will probably tell you that 
one of the most magical times at 
camp is havdalah. What is it about 
this most basic of ceremonies, one 
of the quickest by way of 
observance, that is so moving to us? 

 

For those who are not yet able to conjure such memories of 
havdalah, let me attempt to paint a picture. Havdalah begins at 
the conclusion of Shabbat. There should be three stars in the 
darkened sky – perhaps everything is more magical in the 
dark. 

 

My tradition included walking hand-in-hand with our entire 
session of campers to a clearing where we would spiral 
ourselves into concentric circles. The guitar played some of 
our favorite songs and we sang and walked until everyone 
was part of the circle. In the center we stood toe-to-toe. 

 

Those in the center included our song leader, a guitar, the 
requisite havdalah candle, wine, and spice box. There are only 
four blessings, but Debbie Friedman‘s la-la-laõs that 
accompany each as a chorus bring everyone into the 
ceremony. The final blessing begins, Baruch atah adonai, 
eloheinu melech haolam, hamavdil ben kodesh lõchol. We praise You, 
Eternal God, Sovereign of the universe, who distinguishes 
between holy and commonplace. 
We differentiate between the 
holiness of Shabbat and the 
beginning of the secular week. 

 

If my imagery didn‘t sell you, then 
you must experience it for 
yourself. I hope you have this 
opportunity in the near future. 

 

However, when festivals begin on Saturday, havdalah does 
not separate holy and commonplace, because the next day, 
Sunday, is also holy. Instead, we distinguish hamavdil ben 
kodesh lõkodesh. We distinguish between holy and holy, that is, 
the holiness of Shabbat and the ensuing holiness of the 
holiday.  

BIJ is in the process of its own havdalah. Unlike our weekly 
havdalah, we are separating between holy and holy. As we say 
goodbye to Rabbi Glazer this June and welcome Rabbi 
Gottlieb to our community, let us say, in the words of 
Marcia Falk: 

 

Let us distinguish parts within the whole and bless their differences. 

As we separate days of Rabbi Glazer with days of Rabbi Gottlieb, 

Seeking holiness in each.   

May blessings abound in the city and in the field, in the home and on 
the journey. Blessed be the vessel and the work of the hands, the fruit of 
the body and the fruit of the land. May it be fruitful. 

 

We are also separating between our school year and the 
summer months. As we differentiate once again, I thank our 
faculty for educating me, each other, our students and their 
families throughout the year! Elana Lahav, Bagels and 
Blocks; Simcha Greenspan and Hannah Mills, 
Kindergarten - Grade 1; Sarah Kamenir and Riki Condos, 
Grades 2-3; Jamie Wolfe, Grades 4-5; Talia Kamenir, 
Grades 6 & 7; Pete Retzlaff and visiting teachers, Grades 8 
& 9; Briana Brostoff, Shani Newman and David 
Morgenstern, Hevruta Hebrew; Susan Rancer, Music 
Specialist.  

 

Thank you also to Rabbi Glazer, Sara Heckelman, April 
Lapidus and Neil Bronstein for all their hard work ensuring 
that our educational programs are stellar! 

 
Of course, none of this would be possible without you – 
thank you for being a part of our community! 
 

Rebecca Goodman 
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YOUTH & FAMILY / HAPPENINGS AT BIJ 

Youth-Led Shabbat  
& Faculty Appreciation 
Saturday, May 14  10:00 AM 
Don‘t miss this celebratory event 
highlighting our students leading us 
in prayer and honoring our faculty 
for a fabulous year! No YFP on 
Sunday this weekend, in honor of 
our youth & faculty [and Bay to 
Breakers]. 

 

Lag BõOmer Picnic 

Sunday, May 22  11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
Save the date to join us for our final YFP event & end 
of the year celebration at the Walter Haas Playground 
on Addison. The major cross street is Diamond 
Heights Blvd.  

 

Youth and Family Program Committee 
Wednesday, May 26  6:30 PM 
The Youth and Family Program Committee meets 
throughout the school year to enhance the learning 
experiences of our children. We‘d love to hear your 
ideas and implement them into our program. Mark 
your calendars and join us for the final meeting this 
year. 
 

First Friday Family Shabbat  
Friday, June 3  6:30 PM 
Friday, July 1  6:30 PM 
Please bring a ‗milchik‘ dish (vegetarian/dairy/fish) to 
share with 10 people or a dessert for the oneg.  
As always, everyone is welcome! 

 

Havdallah, Game Night & Storytelling  
Saturday, July 30  6:30 PM 
Game night was such a success, we‘re doing it again! 
With the addition of storytelling (and maybe a little 
acting) for the youngsters, don‘t miss it! 

 
 
 

First Friday goes to Camp Newman 
Friday, August 5  4:00-9:30 PM 
Beth Israel Judea members, staff and officers are warmly 
invited to Enjoy a Magical Shabbat at Camp. Reception 
with Camp Directors, Shabbat dinner, singing and dancing  

 

Baking and Crafting in the New Year 
Sunday, August 28 

Join us as we bake round challah, honey cakes and make 
New Years cards as we celebrate Rosh Hashanah and the 
start of 5772.  

Updates & details available at   
https://sites.google.com/site/bijyafe/ 

 

Current World Affairs 
May 3 & 17, June 7 & 21 10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Join us on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of every month for 
stimulating discussion, vigorous debate and intellectual 
exploration of global events and the Jewish approach to 
issues facing our international community. Discussion 
is facilitated by Eric Gattmann, Professor Emeritus in 
Social Sciences, College of San Mateo. Please contact 
the office for more information. 

Monthly Craft & Schmooze Club 
Sunday, June 12, 1:00-3:00 PM 
Do you enjoy making friends, making or 

learning crafts or maybe a little knitting? Then join us 
for a fun afternoon of schmoozing, crafting, 
artistic and spiritual exploration. We meet 
on a monthly basis on Sundays starting at 
1:00pm in the BIJ Fireside Room.  

 

Thank you! 

The Youth and Family Education Program is deeply grateful 
to the BIJ Sisterhood for the ongoing support of our educa-
tional programs. Without their financial subsidy each year, we 
would be unable to offer such programs as: 

Madrichim (post-confirmation teaching assistants) 

Art projects 

Family Education Days (this year we focused on Tzedek - 
Justice and on Hanukkah) 
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SHAVUOT 

Second Day Shavuot Services with Yizkor 

Thursday, June 9 - 9:45 AM, co-sponsored with Bõnai Emunah 
We will join together with our neighbors for services, including Yizkor.  Location to be announced. 
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 COMMUNITY 

 

Mollie Stone's on Portola 
(Tower Market) 
is opening a new Kosher 
section! 

  

It will include Kosher meat and 
cheese sections. To start out, the 
meat will be cut at the Palo Alto 

store, then vacuum packed and frozen, 
and sold frozen at the San Francisco 
store. The more Kosher business the 
store does, the more they will carry, so 
let's all do our part to support their new 
venture!  

Gan Yarok Cemetery at Fernwood 
301 Tennessee Valley Road, Mill Valley 

 

Gan Yarok (―Green Garden‖) Cemetery was consecrated in 
2010 as America‘s first Jewish green cemetery .  There are 

three sections:  Orthodox, Conservative and Reform/
Renewal.  The principles guiding Gan Yarok were established 

by the founding rabbis of  the cemetery, representing all 
streams of  modern Judaism. 

We are proud to announce that BIJ is now a member organi-
zation of  the Gan Yarok Association.  Congregants of  Gan 
Yarok Association members receive a significant reduc-

tion in the price of  land and mortuary services.   

For Information contact: 
Kathy Curry:  kathy@fernwoodcemetery.com 

Ron Sires:  info@ganyarok.info 

Israel in the Gardens 
Yerba Buena Gardens, SF 
Sunday, June 4, 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
 
An estimated 20,000 people will gather to enjoy Israeli  
music, film, food and to celebrate our Jewish community 
and Israel‘s 63rd anniversary. 
 
This year‘s music headliner Knessiyat Hasekel brings its 
unique Israeli Rock blend to new heights appearing with The 
Magik*Magik Orchestra, SF‘s 15-piece classical ensemble! 
 
Teens, families, young adults and friends of all ages- you will 
love the activities, displays and prizes, ethnic foods, culture 
and plenty of fun! Come early and stay late. Lounge on the 
grass. Meet new friends and meet up with old friends. Learn 
about programs in Israel from the people who run them and 
the people who have loved going on them. Meet personally 
with top local organizations. And best of all, join in the larg-
est, proudest celebration of Israeli culture in Northern Cali-
fornia! 
  
Enjoy the performance of the Israeli Scouts Friendship 
Caravan as well as surprise performances by our local talent. 
Check out our special mini film series showing Israeli short 
films at the Contemporary Jewish Museum. Trace your Jew-
ish Ancestry with 23andME‘s DNA tests or treat yourself to 
Jewish arts in the shuk. 
 
Schmooze, nosh, sing and dance! Experience the connec-
tion! Treat yourself to the best Israel experience in the Bay! 

mailto:kathy@fernwoodcemetery.com
mailto:info@ganyarok.info
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Annual Fund 
Katherine Favetti 

Jerome & Jane Field 

Yvonne Lorvan 

Elijah Fund 
Sherrie & Paul Rosenberg 

Friday Night & Purim Feasts 
Anonymous 

General Fund 
Barry & Evelyn Adler 

In memory of Francis Adler 

Noreen Anosov 

In memory of Norman Anosov 

Arthur Becker 

In memory of Virginia Becker 

In memory of Marc Becker 

In memory of Barbara Jane Castle 

In memory of Zelda Goodman 

Jeanette Bronstein 

In memory of Charles Rosen 

In memory of Manuel Rosen 

Donald & Trude Fineman 

In memory of Goldy Fineman 

Anne & John Fuchs-Chesney 

In honor of Sara Heckelman  

Steven & Amy Gottlieb 

In memory of William Gottlieb 

Leonard & Hannah Greendorfer 

In memory of Rudolph Laschansky 

 

GIFTS & DONATIONS 

Simcha (Susan) Greenspan 

In memory of Neil (Nissan) Rosen 

In memory of Alita Woodward 

Margaret Kaplan 

In memory of Fred Kay 

David & Marjorie Karp 

In memory of Max Karp 

Shel & Remi Klein 

In memory of Ralph Klein 

In memory of Anita Osborne 

Corinne & Jennifer Kopatz 

In memory of Ruth Engel 

Edward & Lillian Land 

Wishing William Ehrlich a speedy recovery 

Sidney & Sylvia Levinson 

In memory of Sophie Sarver 

Clara Mikowski 

In memory of Isak Mikowski 

Melvin & Pearl Mosk  

In memory of Sarah Mosk 

Chuck & Elaine Reynolds 

In memory of Troy Rhodd 

Ruth Rosenbaum 

In memory of Harry Rosenbaum  

Harry & Ellen Rubinchik 

In memory of Anne Rubinchik 

Ben & Ann Schweizer 

In memory of Klara Schweizer 

Martin & Judy Segol 

In memory of Zelda Goodman 

In memory of Sanford Weinberg 

 

Pathway Bricks 
The most important events in our lives are permanently etched in our memories 
...like the engraved bricks on BIJõs Pathway!  Make a lasting contribution and 
make sure your memories are never forgotten. Contact the office for an order 
form.   
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GIFTS & DONATIONS 

Pauline Smith and family 

In memory of Rabbi Malcolm Cohen 

Lorraine Smookler 

In memory of Goldie Smookler 

Bert & Ruth Sugarman 

In memory of Sylvia Sugarman 

In memory of Annie Malinick 

Landscaping Fund 
Chuck & Elaine Reynolds 

In memory of William Bowman 

Martin & Gregg Flaum 
Library Fund 
Beverly Flaum & Sharon Duque 

In memory of Shirley Street 

Music Fund 
Sheyla Aucar 

Wishing Jorge & Clara Luz Aucar a 
wonderful and loving 50th wedding 
anniversary 

Chuck & Elaine Reynolds 

In memory of Helen Bowman 

In memory of Joyce Talley 

Shirley & David Zeff 

In memory of Ann Blumenfeld 

In memory of Jack Blumenfeld 

Rabbi Morris Fireside 
Room Fund 
Melvin & Pearl Mosk 

In memory of Sarah Mosk 

Herbert & Libby Gross 

In memory of Doris Morris 

Cantor Discretionary 
Fund 
Barry & Evelyn Adler 

In memory of Alice Kushnick 

 

Jeffrey & Lin Stillman 

In honor of Wyatt Stillman‘s Bar Mitz-
vah 

Rabbi Glazer Discretion-
ary Fund 
Barry & Evelyn Adler 

In memory of Alice Kushnick 

Stacey Herrera 

In appreciation of a wonderful Purim 
festival 

Dyanne & Michael Krasow 

In appreciation of the Aliyah and your 
continued kindness 

Yvonne Lorvan 

In honor of my Aliyah 

In appreciation of Rabbi Glazer 

In memory of Zelda Goodman 

In memory of Herbert Glick 

Jeffrey & Lin Stillman 

In honor of Wyatt Stillman‘s Bar Mitz-
vah 

Siddur Fund  
Elie Aharon & Sara Heckelman 

In memory of Allen Stuart Atkinson 

In memory of Herbert Glick 

In memory of Zelda Goodman 

In memory of Shirley Gottlieb 

YFP Fund 
Chuck & Elaine Reynolds 

In memory of Charles Reynolds 

Gifts in Kind 
Lisa Isenstein 

Book for library 

Marge & Bob Levy 

Books for library 

Pacific Advisors (through Elie 
Aharon) 

Office furniture 

THANK YOU to all our 
volunteers, and a very 
special THANK YOU  

to our members who 

donated their time, 

energy and skills for  
these projects: 

 
Barry & Evelyn Adler 

Bulletin 

Gordon Atkinson 

Repair of ark doors in the Fireside 
Room 

Barbara Hammel 

Organizing Committee for Seder 

Phil Hartman 

Repair of sanctuary sound system 

Alfred Herpe 

Office mail slot 

Myra Herpe 

Bulletin 

Blair Horst 

Construction of stabilizing platform for 
electric piano 

Monique Hosein 

Decorations for Purim Feast 

Laurie Kanes 

Decorations for Purim Feast 

Lynne Rappaport 

Bulletin 

Michele Siegel  

Organizing Committee for Seder 

 

*Donations received after April 29 will be 
listed in the next BULLETIN 
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Congrega t ion  
Beth Israe l  Judea  

Erev Shabbat Schedule  
  1st Friday: Family Shabbat Potluck Dinner and Service 
 6:30 PM Blessings and Dairy/Fish/Veggie Dinner 
 7:30 PM Family service with storytelling and music 
 with Rabbi Rosalind Glazer and songleader Jessica 

Turk. Potluck dessert Oneg Shabbat follows. 
 
  2nd Friday: Musical Shabbat Service 
 7:30 PM with the òThe Morgenstern Duoó followed by 

Oneg Shabbat. 
 
  3rd Friday: FREE Friday Night Feast 
 6:30 PM Tableside Shabbat Blessings & Community 

Dinner. Includes singing and program.  RSVP to office. 
 
  4th Friday: Sacred Hebrew Chant & Drum 
 7:30 PM Soulful singing, joyful rhythms and meditative 

worship with Rabbi Rosalind Glazer and Friends. 
 Potluck Dessert Oneg Shabbat to follow  -  please 

bring goodies!! 
 

Weekly BIJ Saturday Morning Services 

 9:00 AM Torah Study  
 10:00 AM Shabbat Services 
 Light Kiddush follows 

 
Congregation Beth Israel Judea is a center for 
progressive, egalitarian Judaism located in 
southwest San Francisco. 

Our multigenerational, participatory community 
welcomes all Jews and interfaith families along 
with their partners and friends. 

We value celebrations of the spirit, Jewish 
culture, our children‘s education, and life-long 
learning, music, social justice and Tikkun Olam.  

 

Beth Israel Judea 
Mission Statement 


