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Fellow members of our BIJ 
family:  Sometimes, things really 
do happen for a reason. Here we 
are in the midst of a transition, the 
future of our congregation a 
nearly constant topic of discussion 
and thought. It is precisely at this 
time that events conspire to bring 
me face to face with what makes 

BIJ special; with the bedrock that will serve as the 
foundation for our future. Within the space of a week in 
January, I attended the Friday Night Feast to honor our 
volunteers, I met with our past Presidents, I spoke with Judy 
Morris, and began reading a book written by her daughter, 
LõChaim, A Zayde Adventure! Memoirs of a Rabbiõs Life. Shortly 
thereafter I shared memories and photographs of Cantor 
Greenberg. These events were all uplifting, invigorating, and 
particularly well timed. 

Over 80  people attended the Friday Night 
Feast to honor BIJõs volunteers. What a 
celebration of what makes BIJ special:  
caring and giving people coming together 
to make a Jewish community. As 
President, I am particularly attuned to 
people who are willing to devote their time 
and energy to BIJ. But even I was a bit 
surprised as person after person rose to be 
acknowledged. With such commitment 
from our community, how could one not 
be optimistic about our future? 

Two days later I hosted a brunch for the 
past Presidents of BIJ. From Arthur 
Becker to Carol Mills and many in 
between, we had Presidents spanning 40 years of BIJ. The 
experience and wisdom in that room was inspiring. I left that 
gathering with a renewed sense of hope and optimism. Some 
past Presidents could not make the gathering but I had the 
pleasure of speaking with two of those past Presidents, 
Libby Gross and Walter Obermeyer.   

I also had the pleasure of speaking with Judy Morris. We 
spent time chatting, reminiscing about Rabbi Morris and 
discussing the future of BIJ. She told me about her 
daughterõs book, which is a memoir of Rabbi Morris. That 
night, when I was at BIJ for a Board of Trustees meeting, I 
found a copy of the book in the BIJ library. How 

appropriate that I would read that particular book at this 
particular time. Had I read it several years ago, it would have 
been interesting and even inspiring, but I do not think I 
could have appreciated such a book as I do now. Enmeshed 
in a Rabbi search as I am, Rabbi Morris spoke to me about a 
Rabbiõs task and what it meant to him to be a Rabbi. It is not 
that the concepts were new to me, but reading his words at 
this time gave them a deeper meaning.   

I also took a trip down memory lane with Nancy Greenberg.  
She wrote me with her thoughts of honoring the memory of 
Cantor Greenberg. When I wrote her back, I showed the 
letter to my wife. Within minutes she had found a picture 
taken at my son Eliõs bris. Both Nancy and Cantor 
Greenberg were at our house that day; the picture shows my 
very young wife holding my 8-day-old son with our two 
older children in the background, Cantor Greenberg reading 
from the prayer book.   

I mention all of these 
events because so much of 
my time and energy at BIJ 
is devoted to our future. 
Whether it is in Board 
meetings, Search 
Committee meetings or 
conversations with past 
Presidents or members, 
the future of BIJ is central. 
That is as it should be.  

It is exactly at such times 
as this, that it is so 
important to remember 
our heritage and our 

riches. I do not mean the Torah scrolls, or hundred-year-old 
yads and breast plates. I mean our people; our members. The 
volunteers who contribute their time and energy to BIJ, the 
past Presidents who have helped shepherd our congregation, 
and those who help keep alive the memory of our cherished 
clergy. It is good to be reminded of all this. So by all means 
letõs talk about the future of our BIJ, but letõs do so with the 
knowledge of what we already have. 

Joshua Goodman   
President, Board  of  Trustees 

Letõs Talk About the Future of Our BIJ 
By Joshua Goodman 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Cantor Greenberg at the bris of Elijah Goodman 
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At Pesach We Recall the Exodus  
By Rabbi Rosalind Glazer  

FROM THE BIMAH 

òI cannot think of a more 
striking example of the Exodus 
in our own day,ó concluded 
Anat Hoffman, Executive 
Director of the Jerusalem-
based IRAC, Israelõs Religious 
Action Center of Reform 
Judaism. As part of our January 
Mission to Israel, the Northern 
California Rabbis assembled to 
hear an up-to-date briefing by 
Ms. Hoffman on the status of 

Women of the Wall. We got that ð and so much more. 
 
Anatõs comment referred to the hundreds of refugees who 
make the journey by foot each month from the Southern 
Sudan, through Egypt and across the southern border into 
Israel. She told us that in exchange for a brand new pair of 
New Balance sneakers, a social worker had recently collected 
one manõs shoes. Anat then paid to have these shoes 
preserved and mounted in a museum-quality box frame for 
display. She then sent them to a congregation in the US who 
donated a sizable sum to support 
IRACõs legal and social work on 
behalf of asylum-seeking refugees in 
Israel. 
 
For days after returning from the 
mission I was haunted by the story and wondered whether it 
would be remotely possible to raise the thousands of dollars 
needed to secure a pair of these remarkable shoes. I wrote 
Anat an email asking where I could learn more about the 
project and she responded immediately. òWe have another 
pair that made the journey from Darfur, but we are having 
difficulty interviewing the shoeõs owner because he works 
from dawn until midnight every day. We are thinking of 
offering him a dayõs pay to come tell us his story and receive 
his new pair.ó 
 
The powerful impact of hearing their story was matched by 
that of seeing the Israeli neighborhood in which many of 
these refugees live. Our delegation also visited BINA, a 
secular yeshiva in South Tel Aviv where students are 
required to live and work with the most ethnically diverse 
population in Israel. Our guide told us that most refugees 
can find work as day laborers; yet their status remains 
precarious. As he introduced us to a volunteer-run, multi-

lingual lending library they built and staff in Levinsky Park, 
we witnessed one refugee being taken into custody by a 
police officer. This is apparently not uncommon. 
 
It is heart breaking to imagine risking everything to begin a 
new life in Israel only to land in prison and face deportation. 
Yet many refugees confess to the social workers that theyõd 
rather die in Israel than be deported back to Africa. One 
IRAC advocate remarked poignantly saying that, òThe 
failure of other countries to treat refugees properly does not 
give us an excuse to do the same.ó The refugee, we were 
reminded, is unlike a migrant worker in that s/he has no 
other option but to flee for her/his life! 
 
This comment reminded me of a scene in òOut of Sight,ó a 
play performed by actress and playwright Sara Felder. In it 
she recounts her motherõs inability to forgive herself for not 
speaking against the FDR government when it refused entry 
of the SS St. Louis into the port of Miami, thus sealing the 
gruesome fate of hundreds of Jewish refugees. Yet in every 
generation, many courageous individuals do step forward to 
save the innocent. For example, I recently learned of 

Nicholas Winton, a righteous gentile from Great 
Britain who helped 669 Jewish children escape 
Nazi Germany and who until recently had never 
told anyone! When asked his philosophy of life 
he stated, òDonõt be contentéto do no wrong. 
Be prepared every day to try and do some 

good.ó 
 
At Pesach we recall the Exodus, the Holocaust, and all 
historic persecution of our people. But this is not enough. 
To live òas if we had personally gone forthó requires that we 
name and respond to the Exoduses of our own time; to put 
ourselves in the shoes of those who are struggling right now 
to escape Pharaohõs death-grip. This Pesach let us refuse to 
indulge all feelings of powerlessness; let us not surrender to 
paralyzing indifference. Rather, let us courageously step 
forward together to fight tyranny and oppression in our day 
ð for the sake of our generation and generations to come. 
 

Rosalind Glazer 

Rabbi 

It is heart breaking to imagine 
risking everything to begin a new 
life in Israel only to land in prison 

and face deportation.  
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FROM THE BIMAH 

There are many emotions that come to us during the Pesach 
holiday and especially during the Seder. The Seder comprises 
an exceptional educational tool, bringing stories, teachings, 
songs, rituals, symbols, food, smells and even argumentation 
to teach us about the Exodus story. 

This educational process seeks to open our heads and our 
hearts: the former to learn and understand the details of the 
Exodus story and the Pesach customs, and the latter to 
imagine that we were slaves and feel the emotion of 
becoming free. We recently witnessed that joy reflected in 
the faces of Egyptians in Tahrir Square.  

Of course, we donõt just recall the Exodus at the Seder. It 
brings to mind dear family and friends who sat beside us in 
past years, some of whom are no longer with us. We can 
almost hear their voices reading from the Haggadah or 
calling out from the kitchen: do we want one 
matzah ball or two in our soup? 

These family memories have a serious 
emotional weight and can make it difficult to 
make any changes to the Seder, from the text 
that is read to the food that is served. 
Changes can be seen as a disrespect to our 
elders as well as creating a break with a 
beloved tradition. I bet that every one of us 
can find something about their familyõs Seder 
that they consider an essential tradition. 

But really, there are some changes that should be made, 
starting with the Haggadah. This is the essential tool for our 
exploration of the holiday, and yet many people still use a 
very old edition.  

Is the Haggadah that youõre using really appropriate for your 
family and guests? Are you still using the stack of free 
Maxwell House copies that may have changed the art work 
during the past decades but not the old-fashioned English 
text (I mean, òcondescendeth?ó), nor updated its sparse 
Ashkenazic transliterations?  

I consider the essential qualities of an appropriate Haggadah 
to be similar to those that the Spiritual Practices Committee 
set for the evaluation of our siddur several years ago:  

Transliteration. Every prayer or part of the text should be 
transliterated so that everyone can follow along with the Hebrew 
should they wish to.  

Translation. The translation should be in modern English.  

Usage. The English should attempt to be gender-neutral 
whenever possible. 

Context. The Haggadah should have 
extra materials that explain the story or 
expand on it for a modern participant. 

Take a look at the photo of my 
family, gathered around the table in 
1966 for our Seder along with the 
Schwartz family. Iõm leaning forward 
in the middle of table, and my sister 
Ann is on the left. You can see the 
Haggadah we were using then, which 
we used for decades. 

It was published in 1955 by the Shulsinger Brothers 
Linotyping and Publishing Co. It presents a òfaithful English 
rendering,ó which of course means lots of òthyó and òthee.ó 
But we became fond of this archaic language. My sister can 
recite by memory its poetic version of Nirtzach (Conclusion) 

including, òPure One, Dweller 
in height august, raise up the 
folk of countless dust!ó Oy! 

Some time in the 1980s, we 
embarked on a search for a new 
Haggadah, using both home-
grown versions and published 
editions. One had cartoons as 
illustrations and spiritual 
exercises to perform.  

Finally, we settled on the 1989 On Wings of Freedom: The Hillel 
Haggadah for the Nights of Passover, edited by Rabbi R. Levy. All 
of the texts are translated with egalitarian language and 
transliterated. I usually bring in my own readings from my 
collection of Haggadot or from other sources. I will leave a 
copy of it in my mailbox in the office.  

However, there are many fine new editions of the Haggadah 
available now that can fulfill the above criteria and without 
great expense. A trip to Jewish stores in the area will let you 
evaluate them as well as pick up some Pesach tchotchkes.  

Our yearly Seder should not be an emotional museum, 
rather a living, creative moment that brings our spiritual 
values and traditions to each generation, lõdor vador.  

Next Year in Jerusalem! 

Bõshalom,  

David Morgenstern  

Cantorial Soloist 

Is Your Passover Seder a Museum? 
By Cantorial Soloist David Morgenstern 
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Ever lack inspiration? I can often find 
it if I remember to look to the weekõs 
Torah portion. And this week itõs 
Titzaveh ð òyou shall command.ó  
There is a long section in the Book of 
Exodus which details the building and 
decoration of the Tabernacle (which 
carries the Ten Commandments), the 
design and adornment of the vestments 
of the High Priest Aaron, and the 

consecration of the other priests. Within these directions, 
our parshah begins with God telling Moses to command the 
Children of Israel to bring pure olive oil to cause a lamp to 
burn continually; and that this shall be a law forever, 
throughout the generations (Exodus 27:20-21). Initially, the 
light was kept lit from evening until morning by the priests, 
as no sunlight fell into the Tabernacle. By the time of the 
Second Temple, the practice had evolved and the light was 
kept burning constantly. After the Temple was destroyed, 
the eternal light was brought into our synagogues, what we 
know today as the Ner Tamid. 
 

To some, the Ner Tamid is a symbol of Israel, whose mission 
it is to become òa light unto the nationsó (Isaiah 42:6). 
Others interpret it as Godõs presence in Israel, a spiritual 
light emanating as if from the Temple of old. While its 
symbolism might differ from one person to another, it holds 
great meaning to Jews everywhere. 
 

Itõs very difficult to ensure that even an eternal light never 
goes out: bulbs burn out, flames might get blown out, 
mechanisms fail. The Ner Tamid is usually re-lit immediately, 
but sometimes thatõs not possible. We faced this challenge 
last summer, when our gas-flame Ner Tamid went out. And 
couldnõt be fixed ð not for lack of trying!!! Two BIJ 
members ð Alfred Herpe and Gary Siegel ð spent hours and 
hours trying, along with our main man, Neil Bronstein. Burt 
Smith (who filled in for Neil while on vacation) lent a hand 
as did Alfredõs friend Elmer. A part was worn out; they tried 
to fix it, but couldnõt. They tried to replace the part ð it isnõt 
made anymore. They found something similar online, but it 
didnõt work either. Finally, Gary replaced the gas flame with 
electricity, fitted it with a CFC bulb, re-painted the metal a 
beautiful gold and voila! revived our Ner Tamid. Matt 
Lefkowitz jumped in at the last minute with the necessary 
ladder to put it all back together. A giant THANK YOU to 
Alfred, Gary, Neil, Burt, Elmer and Matt. Rabbi Rosalind 
envisions one day using solar energy to power it ð anyone 
have a design? 

All of which brings me to reflect on the fact that there are 
almost as many ways to observe a tradition as there are Jews! 
We see this in synagogues ð visit anywhere and you see 
variations in the services. There are many differences in the 
traditions of Ashkenazic and Sephardic Jews; with Pesach 
around the corner, did you know that thereõs a whole group 
of foods called kitniyot (grains and legumes) that Ashkenazim 
donõt traditionally eat but Sephardim do? That the first 
mention of the ban on kitniyot was not until the thirteenth 
century, comparatively recently in the history of Judaism? 
And what about your customs at home? I grew up with my 
momõs family at our house for the first seder, and going to 
my grandmaõs on my dadõs side for the second ð same 
Haggadahs, very different seders. Iõm willing to bet that no 
two seders are the same. 
 

At BIJ, our own customs and practices are ever-evolving. 
New melodies, new prayer books, new translations. And 
soon, a new rabbi. Very little in life remains static. Can we 
allow ourselves to enjoy the discoveries that change can 
bring? Approach discovery with an open mind and an open 
heart? See how rich embracing new meanings can be? 

Sara Heckelman 
Synagogue Administrator 

 

Is Anything Forever? 
By Sara Heckelman, Administrator 

 

BEHIND THE SCENES 

 

We send heartfelt condolences to the family of 

Zelda Goodman 

Mother of Joshua Goodman 

Mother-in-law of Karen Kerner 

Grandmother of Zachary, Jessica and Eli 

 

Who passed away peacefully on  

February 24, 2011 / 20 Adar I, 5771 

 

Zichrona liõvracha 

May her memory be a blessing. 
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Numbers hold significant meaning within Judaism.  Six days 
of creation; seven days in the week; eight days in the holidays 
of Sukkot, Chanukah and Pesach; the flood lasted forty days; 
Iõm sure you can think of many others. I am interested 
specifically in the number four. Can you think of examples 
of where within Judaism we find the number four? 

 
Did you think of the following: Four species on Sukkot 
(etrog and lulav which is made up of the myrtle, willow, and 
palm); four glasses of wine on Pesach; four children/sons in 
the Pesach narrative (the simple, wise, wicked, and the one 
who does not know how to ask)? 

 
In Pirkei Avot, the Teachings of our Sages (5:12) we learn 
that there are four kinds of students.  One who is quick to 
learn and quick to forget; what that one gains, that one loses. 
Another who is slow to learn but slow to forget; what that 
one loses, that one gains. Another who learns quickly and is 
slow to forget; the Rabbis say that such a person will become 
a scholar. And finally, one who is slow to learn and quick to 
forget; the rabbis say that one will have bad luck. 

 
We also learn in Pirkei Avot (5:15) that 
there are four kinds of disciples who sit 
before the sages: the sponge, the funnel, 
the strainer, and the sieve. You might ask 
yourself what kitchen utensils have to do 
with being a disciple and learning. Luckily, 
the rabbis explain their analogy, as 
follows: the sponge soaks up everything; 
the funnel takes in at one end and pours out at the other; the 
strainer lets out the wine and keeps the dregs; and the sieve 
lets out the flour and dust while keeping the fine flour. 

 
What about the number five? We just learned a number of 
examples for the number four, but there are also some 
interesting examples of the number five.   

 
On Pesach, there is a fifth cup of wine, called the cup of 
Elijah, which we pour but do not drink. In traditional 
Judaism, we await the Prophet Elijah to appear in order to 
announce the coming of the Messiah. Someone from the 
seder table, usually a child, opens the door of the house to 
invite in Elijah. We hope that on this Pesach night, Elijah 
will come to announce the arrival of the Messiah. 

 
Rabbi David J. Goldberg tells a parable of the fifth cup of 

wine at the seder meal, which we 
pour out but do not drink, because 
we recognize that although we were 
liberated from Egyptian bondage, 
until all peoples everywhere share in 
the joy of freedom, the world is still 
only partially redeemed. True 
freedom, individual or national, 
cannot be indefinitely maintained by 
subjugating another. 

 
Following the Holocaust, some have added a fifth child to 
the four described in the Haggadah at the seder, representing 
the child of the Holocaust who did not survive to ask the 
questions.  In addition to commemorating the Exodus from 
slavery we also honor the martyrs of the Holocaust. Some 
families sing Ani Maõamin (I believe) in memory of those 
who sang this song in the concentration camps.  

 
Following the teaching that we can add a fifth child to our 
Pesach seder in memory of the Holocaust, I ask you to think 

about what type of child you would add to the 
four kinds of students described in Pirkei Avot. 
What type of child would you add to the four 
kinds of disciples? 

 
As we reach out for that missing child, we 
should recall the words of Rav Shlomo 
Carlebach, òDo you know the way you walk 
back from the Holy Wall? You donõt turn 

around and walk away. When you meet the Czar of Russia, 
you donõt turn around and walk away, you walk backwards. 
And I want to bless you, when your children grow up and 
they walk out of your house, and they build their own 
houses, sad enough, a lot of children turn around and they 
donõt build a Jewish house any more. I want to bless you that 
your children should walk away backwards.ó  

 
May we continue the traditions of Judaism throughout our 
generation and the next. 

Rebecca Goodman 
Director of Education 

The Sponge, the Funnel, the Strainer, and the Sieve... 
By Rebecca Goodman, Director of Education  

 

YOUTH & FAMILY 

May we continue the traditions  
of Judaism throughout our 
generation and the next. 
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HAPPENINGS AT BIJ 

Current World Affairs 

March 1 & 15, April 5 (no session on Pesach) 

10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Join us on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of every month for 
stimulating discussion, vigorous debate and intellectual 
exploration of global events and the Jewish approach to 
issues facing our international community. Discussion is 
facilitated by Eric Gattmann, Professor Emeritus in Social 
Sciences, College of San Mateo. Please contact the office for 
more information. 

Monthly Craft & Schmooze Club 

Sundays, March 13 & April 10 

1:00-3:00 PM 
Do you enjoy making friends, making or learning 
crafts or maybe a little knitting? Then join us for a 
fun afternoon of schmoozing, crafting, 
artistic and spiritual exploration. We 

meet on a monthly basis on Sundays starting at 
1:00pm in the BIJ Fireside Room.  

A Special Todah Rabbah (Thank You) 
We thank everyone for their help at 

BIJ PROJECT DAY January 16, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SF Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 

Towers of  Gold:  How One Jewish 
Immigrant Named Isaias Hellman  
Created California  

Sunday, March 27 
Doors open 12:30 PM, Program at 1:00 PM 
Meetings are free and anyone interested is welcome.  

Speaker:  Frances Dinkelspiel  

Isaias Wolf Hellman left Bavaria at age 16 and within 10 
years of arriving in Gold Rush era California founded Los 
Angelesõ first bank. A brilliant entrepreneur and financier, he 
was integral to the founding of Wells Fargo Bank, the 
establishment of the University of Southern California, and 
the financing of the burgeoning oil industry. Frances 
Dinkelspiel (Hellmanõs great-great-granddaughter) will talk 
about Hellmanõs impact on early Los Angeles and his role in 
the development of San Francisco as a major financial 
center.  

Frances Dinkelspiel is an award-winning journalist.  
Her work has appeared in the New York Times, People, the San 
Jose Mercury News, San Francisco Magazine, and other 
publications. She is the co-founder of Berkeleyside.com, a 
new local website about Berkeley, and lives in Berkeley.  

Learn more about Sisterhood 
Contact Ronnie Zuckerberg at 
ronniezuckerberg@gmail.com 

 
Next Sisterhood Meeting 

March 20, 10:00 AM, BIJ Fireside Room 

Nashot Mitzvah 
(Adult Bônot Mitzvah) 

 

Please save the date to join us: 
Shabbat morning June 18 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Parashat Shelach Lecha. 
Join us as we are called to the Torah and  

Elie Aharon 

Deborah Bouck 

Gemma Bouck 

Ryder Bouck 

Neil Bronstein 

Kathy Chaikin-Bernstein 

Gail Harden 

Sara Heckelman 

Stacy Herrera 

David Herrera 

Blair Horst 

Lisa Isenstein 

Jeff Kallman 

Rebecca Kallman 

April Lapidus 

Jeremy Lapidus 

Alisa Law 

Eugene Law 

Olivia Law 

Sophia Law 

Terry Levy 

Yvonne Lorvan 

Ann Morgenstern 

David Morgenstern 

Inara Morgenstern 

Marilyn Wacks 

David Zeff 
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HAPPENINGS AT BIJ 

Coming REEL Soon: 

Arab Labor 

Saturday, April 2 

Havdallah 6:45 PM; Film 7:00 PM 

 
Arab Labor is a television sitcom that is all the rage in Israel. 
Created by Sayed Kashua, an Israeli-born Palestinian 
journalist, the episodes focus on the family and work 
situations of Amjad, a Palestinian journalist and Israeli citizen 
in search of his identity as he seeks status in the society in 
which he was born, but where his car is searched everyday as 
he drives from his neighborhood to his job at a newspaper in 
Jerusalem. Much of the comedy is derived from the paradox 
of Amjadõs love-hate relationship with his Arab identity and 
his simultaneous wish to integrate comfortably into Israeli 
society. Poking fun at the cultural divide, Kashua and his cast 
of characters play on religious, cultural and political 
differences, to daringly depict the mixed society that is Israel.  

Come join us as we view three episodes of this groundð
breaking television series.  

Arab Labor marked a major milestone on Israeli television 
as the first program to present Palestinian characters 
speaking Arabic on primetime. This television series has 
generated great controversy between Arab and Israeli media 
and Sayed Kashua has been at the center of the storm. He 
faces harsh criticism of this series from the Palestinian 
community. 

Donny Inbar, PhD, 
Associate Director 
for Arts and Culture 
at the Israel Center 
in SF and former 
Cultural Attaché for 
t h e  C o n s u l a t e 
General of Israel in 
SF, will be the 
special guest speaker. 
He will share his 
thoughts and answer 
your questions. 

Refreshments will be 
served. 

 

Meet the Author 

Shari Bookstaff 

Sunday, April 10 

12:00-1:30 PM 

 
Pizza lunch and cranberry juice 
(Shariõs favorite) will be provided. 
 

BIJ member Shari Bookstaff 
will deliver a multi-media 
presentation and talk about 

her ongoing recovery from surgical removal of a benign 
b r a i n  t u m o r  i n  A u g u s t  o f  2 0 0 6 .  
A biology professor at Skyline College, Shari is the 
founder of the local chapter of the American Cetacean 
Society. 

 

Shari was diagnosed with a 
benign brain tumor, an 
acoustic neuroma, in July, 
2006. Although reassured that its removal was routine 
and that she would enjoy a complete recovery, 
complications left Shari with dramatic, lifelong 
challenges. Since then, she has worked hard every day to 
regain basic human functions, her dignity, her 
livelihood, and her spirit.  

 

A single mother of two wonderful children (who both 
became Bõnai Mitzvah at BIJ), she feels she owes it to 
them to do everything possible to achieve her fullest 
potential. 

 

Her autobiographical book, When Life Throws You 
Lemons...Make Cranberry Juice © 2009, demonstrates how 
Shariõs amazing outlook on life has enabled her to 
triumph despite overwhelming challenges. òDonõt look 
for good things to result from bad situations,ó Shari 
says. òInstead, appreciate the positive things in life in 
spite of the bad.ó  

 

Autographed copies of the book will be available for purchase. 

òDonõt look for good things to 
result from bad situations, in-
stead, appreciate the positive 
things in life in spite of the bad.ó 
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SHABBAT AT BIJ 

First Friday Family Shabbat 
March 4 & April 1 
Our First Friday Shabbat is an evening not to be 
missed. Our Social Hall is filled with families celebrat-
ing Shabbat together. Tables are adorned with candles, 
challah and wine.  

6:30 PM Veggie Potluck dinner 
7:30 PM Musical Shabbat service 

Please bring a ômilchikõ dish (vegetarian/dairy/fish) to 
share with 10 people or a dessert for the oneg.  
As always, everyone is welcome! 

In March we will have 
special guests Rebecca 
Goodman, Director of 
Education and musician 
Susan Rancer leading us 
in a joyous celebration of 
Shabbat with song!  

In April, Jessica Turk 
joins us again to lead us 
in a fun-filled musical Shabbat. Jessica grew up in a  
musical Jewish family and attended Jewish overnight 
camps throughout her childhood. Her career began at 
Camp Hess Kramer in Malibu under the tutelage of the 
amazing Marsha Attie. After moving north to attend 
San Francisco State (SFSU), Jessica became the music 
specialist for the Day Camp at the Osher Marin JCC, 
and later became the Director of the Youth and Family 
Department. Jessica serves as the music educator and 
song leader at Congregation Rodef Sholom (alongside 
former BIJ Educator, Claire Mikowski) and is the Erev 
Shabbat song leader at SFSU Hillel.  

Erev Shabbat Sacred  

Hebrew Chant and Drum  

March 25 & April 22, 7:30 PM 

Join our joyful band of vocalists and 
drummers as we welcome Shabbat in 
an uplifting evening, layered with 
harmonies and rhythms. A potluck 
Oneg Shabbat and time to schmooze 
follow. Please bring a treat to share.  

Shabbat Morning 

Jenny Aucar becomes Bat Mitzvah 

April 9, 10:00 AM 

Jenny lives in South San Francisco 
with her mother Harlette, and her 
three sisters Sharon, Estefany and 
Ashley. She is the third of the four 
daughters. 

An 8th grader at Brandeis Hillel Day 
School in San Francisco, Jenny loves 
computers, learning Hebrew, sports 
and helping her peers. 

When she grows up she wants to be a Biomedical 
Engineer, but in the meantime she is learning every-
thing she can about computer programming and 
medical science. 

Songleader Jessica Turk 
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PURIM AND PASSOVER AT BIJ 

Kasher the BIJ Kitchen 
Sunday, April 17, 10:00 AM 

Children and adults of all ages are invited to join Rabbi 
Glazer in learning what it means to kasher a kitchen for 
Pesach, as we prepare the BIJ kitchen. Feel free to 
bring some bits of bread for the ritual burning of 
chametz. 

 

 

BIJ Community Seder 
Tuesday,  
April 19, 6:15 PM 
 
Celebrate Second 

Night Seder at BIJ 

Join us for our annual 
community Seder on the 
second night of Pass-
over. Our journey begins at 6:15PM with our traditional 
hardboiled eggs and veggie sticks. 
 
Relax and recline as BIJ provides the Shulchan Orech, 
festive meal. Share in the reading of the maggid, story of 
the Exodus, dip your parsley, eat your Hillel Sandwich, 
and have a macaroon or two. 
 
Members: $36 (children under 12, $18) 
Non-Members: $45 (children under 12, $28) 
 
RSVP and send in your payment by noon, April 12  
to April Lapidus: 415.586.8833 / office@bij.org 
 
Donations to BIJõs Elijah Fund will enable everyone 
to attend.  No one will be turned away for lack of funds. 
 

 

Passover Yizkor Services 

Tuesday, April 26, 10:00 AM 

 

Friday Night Feast on SATURDAY?  

Saturday, March 19, 6:30-9:30 PM 

In keeping with the spirit of Purim, weõre holding our 
monthly Friday Night Feast on Saturday. Hope youõll join 
us for Purim festivities.  

Purim Dinner Theatre:   

A Persian Feast in Four Acts  
 

Feast includes: fine dining, the Story of Esther & singing  

Talent and joke-telling contests,  
get your creative juices flowing!  

FREE for guests in costume.  

Fines and a severe decree for all others.  

Volunteers and actors needed.  

ACTORS: gather for rehearsal on Sunday, March 6  

at 10:30 am, contact David Morgenstern,  
dmorgenstern@bij.org 

RSVP for dinner theater by March 9 to April,  
office@bij.org / 415.586.8833  
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YOUTH & FAMILY EVENTS 

First Friday Family Shabbat 
March 4 & April 1 
Weõre changing things up in March! We hope all YFP fami-
lies and the BIJ community will join Susan Rancer, our song 
leader on Sunday mornings and Rebecca Goodman, our Di-
rector of Education, as they lead us in the First Friday Fam-
ily Shabbat on March 4. Expect a bit of Purim topsy-turvy-
ness as we begin to shake things up! This will not be your 
òregularó First Friday. 

6:30 PM Veggie Potluck dinner 
7:30 PM Musical Shabbat service 

Please bring a ômilchikõ dish (vegetarian/dairy/fish) to share 
with 10 people or a dessert for the oneg.  

As always, everyone is welcome! 

Jessica Turk rejoins Rabbi Glazer on April 1. 

Bagels & Blocks 
Parents, learn with your child (geared for 

ages 2-4)! 

We all need time to play, meet other families, 
and learn about Judaism. We hope youõll join us 
for a small group learning opportunity where 
we explore Jewish holidays, create art projects, 
stories, sing and more.  

Sunday, March 20, 9:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Fun and games at the annual Purim Carnival with games just 
for little ones!  

Sunday, April 10, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Explore Passover, the exodus from Egypt and  
the Seder Plate. 

 

Scholarships: 
We are deeply grateful to two San Francisco institutions for 
extending schloarships to some of our YFP families.  A 
Synagogue School Scholarship was made possible by the 
JCF Catalyst Initiative, an emergency response of the Jewish 
Community Federation and its Endowment Fund.  For 
more information, visit www.sfjcf.org  A second Religious 
School Scholarship was funded by the bureau of Jewish 
Educationõs emergency financial aid grant from an anony-
mous donor. The BJE is committed 
to opening doors to Jewish educa-
tional opportunities for learners of 
all ages, in addition to building inno-
vative and accessible programs.  

YFP Bar/Bat Mitzvah Family Education 
Keeping the Mitzvah in Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Sunday, March 6, 9:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Parents, join Rebecca Goodman and your child for the third 
workshop in this series as we explore what we can do as in-
dividuals and as a family to keep the mitzvah in the craziness 
of planning a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

Tzedakah:  Whatõs ôJusticeõ Got to Do with It? 
Sunday, April 3, 9:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Rabbi Glazer facilitates the final workshop in this series for 
parents and Bar/Bat Mitzvah students. Together, you will 
explore the tzedek in tzedakah. 

 

Rap with the Rabbi 

Sunday, March 27, 10:00-11:00 AM 
The Making of a Mentsch - Teaching Jewish Values  

 

Youth and Family Program Committee 
The Youth and Family Program Committee meets through-
out the school year to enhance the learning experiences of 
our children. Weõd love to hear your ideas and implement 
them into our program. Mark your calendars and join us: 

] March 27 following Rap with the Rabbi ]  

] April 10 following tefillah ] 

Closed 

for  

Passover 

No YFP & 
No 

Hevruta 
Hebrew 

April  

17-28 


